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	Policy Motion:

FSC acknowledges that forests can play important roles in addressing climate change by reducing or preventing greenhouse gas emissions and/or increasing carbon sequestration in situations where business as usual management practices are improved. 

FSC further acknowledges that there are potential risks associated with developing forest carbon projects and markets, including threats such as forest conversion, forest degradation (e.g. expansion of industrial logging in natural forests), and the violation of indigenous peoples’ rights. 
FSC shall explore the role that the Principles & Criteria, governance, accreditation, policy development and forest certification can play in frameworks to mitigate climate change by maintaining and/or increasing carbon stocks. 

 Options shall be examined, focusing on their risks and opportunities, including those stated above. Additional options that can be considered include:
1) Participating in efforts focused on establishing real and verifiable emission reductions from forest protection and improved forest management projects, and research into how FSC certified management practices could maintain and/or increase forest carbon sequestration; 

2) Exploring FSC Principles & Criteria and FSC certification in climate change mitigation strategies under UNFCCC negotiations, including those aimed at reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD); 

3) Exploring alignment or partnership with voluntary carbon standards or program design protocols; 

4) Engaging voluntary and regulatory carbon finance mechanisms to recognize FSC certification as an effective tool to ensure environmental and social co-benefits (e.g. HCVF, restrictions on conversion of natural forests, free prior and informed consent, etc.); 

5) Exploring the development of guidelines and cost models to help FSC certificate holders, including small holders, Indigenous-, and community-managed forests, access revenue sources for maintaining or enhancing carbon sequestration; and,

6) Exploring the capacity of the Chain of Custody system to facilitate determination of product-level carbon footprinting – including net carbon emissions from management, processing, and transport of wood products

FSC shall establish a sub-chamber balanced Working Group of FSC members to consider forest carbon and make recommendations to the FSC network, including a review of the FSC Statement: ‘Forests & Climate Change’, contingent upon securing additional funding explicitly for these activities.


