FOREST NATURE VALUE ASSESSMENT FORM
For clarification: A forest area could be suitable to be protected if it is at least one hectare large and without substantial human influences. In case a point is true in your forest area mark 1 in the empty space, in case the description is not according to the real situation in the forest, mark 0 in the empty field. To get the final result deduct the total score of part B from the total score of part A.

It is possible to gain maximum 21 and minimum -7 points. Scores above 15 indicate a high probability that the forest should be preserved, score over 18 indicate presence of high conservation value forests. Such areas should be in all cases evaluated by experts to determine the actual nature protection values and protection regime of the area.

	A
	Positive indicators
	

	1
	No signs of harvesting  (felling residues, stumps, soil damage);
	

	2
	No signs of human activities (garbage, paths, fireplaces etc);
	

	3
	No drainage ditches;
	

	4
	The stand has trees from various age classes – age varies more than 20 years, very old trees are present, trees are with uneven diameter;
	

	5
	More than two species of trees present;
	

	6
	More than two species of brushes present;
	

	7
	Small open areas in the forest, „holes in the canopy“;
	

	8
	Undergrowth in open areas;
	

	9
	Trees with diameter above 40 cm exists
	

	10
	Dead trees with diameter above 30 cm, snags and deadwood present;
	

	11
	Decaying wood in various stages of decay;
	

	12
	Cavity trees;
	

	13
	Trees broken by the wind;
	

	14
	Presence of fungi on the trees;
	

	15
	Presence of hanging lichen on the tree canopy;
	

	16
	Presence of lichen and moss on the tree trunks;
	

	17
	Presence of springs, creeks and other natural water bodies;
	

	18
	Large trees with big and extensive canopy and big branches;
	

	19
	Trees with bird nest, big bird nests;
	

	20
	Dens and/or burrows of animals;
	

	21
	Known rare or endangered species;
	

	
	Score
	


	B
	Negative indicators
	

	1
	Indications of harvesting (felling residues, stumps, soil damage);
	

	2
	Signs of human activities (garbage, paths, fireplaces etc);
	

	3
	Operational drainage ditches;
	

	4
	Even aged tree plantation (straight rows of trees etc);
	

	5
	Single species stands;
	

	6
	Absence of bushes;
	

	7
	Absence of deadwood;
	

	
	Score
	

	
	
	

	
	Total Score (=A-B)
	


