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Preferred by Nature has adopted an open source policy to share what we develop to 

advance sustainability. This work is published under the Creative Commons Attribution 

Share-Alike 3.0 license. Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person 

obtaining a copy of this document, to deal in the document without restriction, 

including without limitation the rights to use, copy, modify, merge, publish, and/or 

distribute copies of the document, subject to the following conditions: The above 

copyright notice and this permission notice shall be included in all copies or substantial 

portions of the document. We would appreciate receiving a copy of any modified 

version. 

  

The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not 

constitute an endorsement of the contents which reflects the views only of the 

authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may 

be made of the information contained therein. 

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Key Documents for Russia 
Below are listed examples of essential documents which can support the mapping of 
supply chains for traceability purposes or aid in mitigating legal non-compliance risks for 
timber supply chains within Russia. 
A description of the document is attached to each image of its contents. It states to 

whom the document is applicable, who it has been issued and signed by, as well as 
important considerations when checking the validity of the document as part of the due 
diligence process.  
 

 

Forest District Management Plan (Лесохозяйственный реламент) .............................. 4 

Forest Concession Management Plan (Проект освоения лесов) .................................. 7 

Forest Concession Agreement (Договор аренды лесного участка)............................ 10 

Forest Stands Purchase Agreement (Договор купли-продажи лесных насаждений) ... 14 

Forest Declaration (Лесная декларация) ............................................................... 19 

Report on Forest Use (Отчёт об использовании лесов) ........................................... 24 

Forest Pathological Survey Report (Акт лесопатологического обследования) ............ 26 

Protocol on auction results (Протокол по результатам аукциона) ............................ 29 

Payment order (Платёжное поручение) ................................................................ 33 

Technological map (Технологическая карта лесосечных работ) .............................. 35 

Waste movement register (Журнал учёта движения отходов) ................................. 43 
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relevant to indicate timber 

legality in Russia?  
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Forest District Management Plan 
(Лесохозяйственный реламент) 
 

Title of document: Forest District Management Plan 

Applicable to: Forest Management Entity / Harvesting company 

Purpose and content: The Forest District Management Plan is an important basis for 

forest management, harvesting, monitoring, protection, production, and other 

management activities within the boundaries of a certain Forest District. Compilation of 

the Forest District Management Plan is carried out by state and regional authorities. 

Implementation of the approved Forest District Management Plan is carried out by 

authorities of different level and by Forest Management Entities / Harvesting companies. 

The Forest District Management Plan is a comprehensive document, containing maps, 

inventory, and details about harvest and long-term management within a certain Forest 

District. It could be valid up to 10 years. If changes are made for the management of 

forests within the forest district, it will be included in amendments to the Forest District 

Management Plan. The validity period is visible on the frontpage or from the 

‘Introduction’ section of the Forest District Management Plan. 

Holder of document: Authorities of Forest Districts 

Signature required by: Approval by forest authorities at the level of the applicable 

constituent entity of the Russian Federation 

Evidence limitations and weaknesses:  

• There is no legal requirement to include the dates of the last forest surveys in the 
document. This information is optional and may lack. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 The Forest District Management Plan will be valid for a specific period after approval. 
Check if the Forest District Management Plan is approved and within the valid period. 

 Check information on the presence and location of OOPT (Specially protected natural 
areas), Wetlands, protective forests, OZU (Specially protected forest areas/sites) and 
objects of cultural heritage, and their legally established restrictions which is 
provided in the first chapter of the Forest District Management Plan. 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicators which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.3 Management and harvesting planning. 
• 1.9 Protected sites and species 
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Example of a Forest District Management Plan:  
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Forest Concession Management Plan 
(Проект освоения лесов) 
 

Title of document: Forest Concession Management Plan 

Applicable to: Concessions, Rosimushestvo, Permanent (unlimited) use 

Purpose and content: The Forest Concession Management Plan forms an important basis 

for forest management, harvesting, monitoring, protection, production, and other 

management activities within the boundaries of a certain concession. Compilation and 

implementation of the approved Forest Concession Management Plan are to be 

conducted by the forest managers. 

The Forest Concession Management Plan is a comprehensive document, containing 

maps, inventory, and details about harvest and long-term management. The information 

on the Concession Management Plan shall be in compliance with the Forest District 

Management Plan and will contain more detailed information specifically to the 

management of the concession. It can be valid for up to 10 years. In the case of 

Rosimushestvo the validity period depends on the terms of the Forest Concession 

Agreement. 

Holder of document: Forest Management Enterprises 

Signature required by: Approval by forest authorities at the level of the applicable 

constituent entity of the Russian Federation 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 The Forest Concession Management Plan will be valid for a specific period after 
approval. Check if the Forest Concession Management Plan is approved and within 
the valid period. 

 The year of the last forest survey in a Forest District where a concession is located 
shall be indicated in a section ‘Information on the Forest Area’. It is usually included 
in section 2. Check that the last forest survey is not more than 10 years.  

 Information on the presence and location of OOPT, Wetlands, protective forests, 
OZU, and objects of cultural heritage, and their legally established restrictions is 
provided in the section ‘Information on the Forest Area’. 

 Information on the presence and location of rare and endangered species is provided 
in the section ‘Information on the Forest Area’. 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicators which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.3 Management and harvesting planning. 
• 1.9 Protected sites and species 
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Example of a Forest Concession Management Plan:  
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Forest Concession Agreement 
(Договор аренды лесного участка) 
 

Title of document: Forest Concession Agreement 

Applicable to: Concessions, Rosimushestvo, Permanent (unlimited) use 

Purpose and content: Establishes the forest management (harvesting) rights of a 

concession of both parties (forest manager and authorities). It includes a description of 

location of the leased area, maps, grounds for a forest lease, annual allowable cut (AAC), 

conditions on concession fees and other information. 

The agreement could be issued for a period up to 49 years. The agreement can be 

renewed based on different legal obligations and clauses. 

Holder of document: Forest Management Enterprises, legal authorities of the constituent 

authorities.  

Signature required by: The document shall be signed by both parties (forest manager 

and authorities). 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 It can be checked whether a Forest Concession Agreement is officially registered by 
authorities through verification at the Unified State Automated Information System 
‘Accounting for Timber and Transactions with it’ https://www.lesegais.ru/open-
area/rent. Data can be filtered by the individual tax number (In Russian – ИНН) of 
the lessee. 

 Provisions on harvesting fees are included in section II of each Forest Concession 
Agreement. 

 Additional information i.e. harvesting fees calculation and established timelines could 

be included to annexes to the Forest Concession Agreement. 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.5 Payment of royalties and harvesting fees. 
  

https://www.lesegais.ru/open-area/rent
https://www.lesegais.ru/open-area/rent
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Example of a Forest Concession Agreement:  
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Forest Stands Purchase Agreement 
(Договор купли-продажи лесных насаждений) 
 

Title of document: Forest Stands Purchase Agreement 

Applicable to: Short-term use 

Purpose and content: Establish the rights to harvest timber on a certain harvesting site. 

It includes a description of location of the harvesting site, maps, forest stands and 

harvesting conditions, and other information. The agreement is a harvesting permit. 

The agreement can be issued for a period up to 1 year. 

Holder of document: Harvesting company, legal authorities of the constituent 

authorities. 

Signature required by: The document shall be signed by both parties (Harvesting 

company and legal authorities). 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 It can be checked whether a Forest Stand Purchase Agreement is officially registered 
by authorities through verification at the Unified State Automated Information 
System ‘Accounting for Timber and Transactions with it’ 

https://www.lesegais.ru/open-area/buysell. Data can be filtered by an individual tax 
number (In Russian – ИНН) of the lessee. 

 Information on harvesting conditions is provided in section 2 of the agreement. 
 Forest stands description is provided in Annex I to the agreement. 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.4 Harvesting permits. 
 

  

https://www.lesegais.ru/open-area/buysell
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Example of a Forest Stands Purchase Agreement: 
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Forest Declaration 
(Лесная декларация) 
 

Title of document: Forest Declaration 

Applicable to: Concessions, Rosimushestvo, Permanent (unlimited) use 

Purpose and content: Forest Declaration is a documented announcement by the forest 

manager on forest use based on the Forest Concession Management Plan. It includes a 

description of location of planned harvesting sites and other objects, maps, logging 

types, species, quantities, areas, and other information. 

The Forest Declaration shall be submitted by a forest manager to the forest authorities 

not less than 5 days prior to management activities. The authorities shall submit a note 

on acceptance or refusal of acceptance of the Forest Declaration within 5 working days 

after receiving it. 

Holder of document: Forest Management Enterprises 

Signature required by: Approval by forest authorities 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 It can be checked whether a Forest Declaration is officially registered by authorities 
through verification at The Unified State Automated Information System for Timber 
Accounting and Associated Transactions https://www.lesegais.ru/open-
area/declaration. Data can be filtered by a region, forest district, forest subdistrict, 
and name of the lessee. 

 Annex 1 to the forest declaration is a useful tool for obtaining information on planned 
activities. The tabular document discloses the following: location of planned 
harvesting sites and other objects, maps, logging types, species, quantities, areas. 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicators which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.3 Management and harvesting planning. 
• 1.4 Harvesting permits. 
• 1.9 Protected sites and species 

• 1.10 Environmental requirements 
  

https://www.lesegais.ru/open-area/declaration
https://www.lesegais.ru/open-area/declaration
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Example of a Forest Declaration:  
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Report on Forest Use 
(Отчёт об использовании лесов) 
 

Title of document: Report on Forest Use 

Applicable to: Forest Management Enterprises / Harvesting Companies 

Purpose and content: The document shows harvesting activities already carried out by a 

company. In accordance with Russian legislation, organisations provide information to 

forest authorities on a monthly basis in the form of reports on forest use. The 

information shall include cumulative total result on harvesting activities for all months 

within a year as of the report submitting date. Thus, reports on forest use show the 

exact information on volumes of timber harvested and the type of harvesting on a 

certain site. 

Holder of document: Forest Management Enterprises, Harvesting companies, Authorities 

of forest districts  

Signature required by: Approval by forest authorities at the level of the applicable 

constituent entity of the Russian Federation 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Check that volumes of timber and type of timber harvest comply with information in 
supply chain documentation, Forest Declaration and Technological Map 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.3 Management and harvesting planning. 
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Example of a Report on Forest Use:  
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Forest Pathological Survey Report 
(Акт лесопатологического обследования) 
 

Title of document: Forest Pathological Survey Report 

Applicable to: Forest Management Enterprises / Harvesting Companies 

Purpose and content: The Report contains recommendations on the method, volume and 

boundaries of sites for cutting damaged or dead forest stands. Forest Pathological 

Survey Report evaluated damage to stands from pests and diseases, fires, windblows 

and other negative impacts. 

Surveys are carried out by specialists of the federal subordinate institution Russian 

Center for Forest Protection together with representatives of the executive authorities of 

the constituent entities of the Russian Federation. The Forest Pathological Survey Report 

is placed in the public domain for review by interested parties. Appeals of interested 

parties to the territorial bodies of the Federal Forestry Agency will lead to control over 

the validity of sanitary measures. 

From January 2021 it is required to attach photo evidence with coordinates, dates and 

time of harvesting sites, stands, damage.   

Holder of document: Forest authorities, Forest Management Enterprises 

Signature required by: Approval by forest authorities at the level of the applicable 

constituent entity of the Russian Federation 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Check the date of approval, publication and harvesting date to verify if harvesting 
was done within the period allowed; 

o Harvesting cannot be conducted earlier than 20 days after approval of the 
report. 

o Forest Pathological Survey Reports shall be published on the websites of 
constituent entities for further evaluation by superior bodies (at the level 
of the federal district). The superior bodies shall provide a conclusion with 
approval or rejection of the report within 20 days of publication. 

 Conclusion on the survey contains information on type of logging, area, and standing 

volume (volume to be harvested). This information shall correspond to information 
contained in other forest management documents. (e.g. Forest concession 
Management Plan, forest declaration, technological map, report on forest use, other 
documents, if required). 

 The report contains additional pages, which will be relevant in case an on-site 
evaluation of the appointed types of logging will be required. 

 From January 2021 check the required photo evidence to confirm coordinates, dates 

and time of harvesting sites, stands, damage.   
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.3 Management and harvesting planning. 
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Example of a Forest Pathological Survey Report:  
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Protocol on auction results 
(Протокол по результатам аукциона) 
 

Title of document: Protocol on auction results 

Applicable to: Forest Management Enterprises / Harvesting Companies 

Purpose and content:  The auction results protocol is the main document that contains 

information about the auction and its results. It is the basis for signing a Forest 

Concession Agreement or Forest Stand Purchase Agreement with the auction winner. It 

includes the following information: 

• date and place of the auction; 

• auction lots including the general characteristics of the forest units, the volume of 

harvesting, the initial price per lot; 

• members of the auction commission 

• data about participants and their final bids 

• data about winner  

• the final price which should coincide with the Agreement price 

Holder of document: Organizer of the auction - authorized authorities of the Constituent 

Entities of the Russian Federation, local self-government or a specialized organization 

based on a contract with authorities 

Signature required by: The results of the auction are documented in a protocol, which is 

signed by the organizer of the auction on the day of its holding. 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Check the protocol to confirm that an auction has taken place prior to signing the 
Forest Concession Agreement or Forest Stands Purchase Agreement. 

 It is necessary to verify that the document is the original and that no changes has 

been applied after signature. Check the document visually; for example, make sure 
that there are no corrections – the printed font should not be changed, and the 
handwriting and ink color should be the same throughout the document. 

 The signatory of the agreement (Forest Concession Agreement or Forest Stands 
Purchase Agreement) and the winner of the auction must match. 

 The forest unit in the Agreement and the auction lot must match. 
 The agreement price and the final price of auction must match. 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicators which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.2. Concession licenses 
• 1.4 Harvesting permits. 
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Example of a Protocol on auction results:  
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Payment order 
(Платёжное поручение) 
 

Title of document: Payment order 

Applicable to: Forest Management Enterprises 

Purpose and content: A written order of the payer to the bank serving him, about the 

transfer of a certain amount of money to the account of the recipient. 

Holder of document: Forest Management Enterprises 

Signature required by: Electronic signatures and marks on approval by bank 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Payment reference field should include details of payment. It could be compared with 
approved deferral of payments, plan of settlement of the arrears, court's decision, 

etc. 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.5 Royalties and Harvesting fees. 
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Example of a Payment order

:  
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Technological map 
(Технологическая карта лесосечных работ) 
 

Title of document: Technological map 

Applicable to: Forest Management Enterprises / Harvesting companies  

Purpose and content: The document is an instruction for carrying out work in a specific 

harvesting site. It is developed for each forest plot and contain specific forest 

characteristics. The document contain a description of the methods of carrying out 

preparatory work, harvesting, skidding, loading, etc. for the specific site.  

The Technological Map is developed by the forest user (lessee) prior to harvesting 

activities in accordance with the established form. 

Upon completion of harvesting activities, the supervisory authorities inspect the 

harvesting sites and control the compliance of the work performed with the requirements 

of the current legislation, the Forest Concession Management Plan and the Technological 

Map.  

Holder of document: Forest Management Enterprises, Harvesting companies 

Signature required by: Signed by a harvesting company 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Carry out random field inspections (mainly during the snowless period) of forest 
users of each supplier to assess the risk of harvesting regulation. Check the 
compliance of the actual activities carried out at the harvesting site with the 
requirements of the Technological Map and the norms of the current legislation. 

 All requirements should be verified, but common violation to focus on are: 
o inconsistency in the location of trails and loading platforms with the 

scheme presented in the technological map  
o untimely removal of timber,  
o unsatisfactory cleaning of felling sites,  
o noncompliance with the cutting intensity, non-compliance of harvesting 

methods during thinning 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicators which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.8 Timber harvesting regulation. 
• 1.11 Health and safety 
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Example of a Technological map:  
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Passport on waste  

(Паспорт отхода) 

 

Title of document: Passport on waste 

Applicable to: All business units 

Purpose and content: In the passport waste is classified in relation to the corresponding 

type and class of hazard and contain information on waste composition. 

Hazard classes depend on the degree of negative impact on the environment and is 

divided into five hazard classes (I - V hazard classes). Waste management activities of I 

- IV hazard classes: collection, transportation, processing, utilization, disposal, disposal 

of waste is subject to licensing. Without a license, only temporary waste accumulation 

can be carried out for a period of up to 11 months.  

Holder of document: Forest Management Enterprises, Harvesting companies 

Signature required by: Designed by special organization, signed by management of FMEs 

and harvesting companies 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 The document shall be related to the evaluated company. 
 Identify the class of hazard. 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.10 Environmental requirements 
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Example of a Passport on waste:  
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Waste movement register 
(Журнал учёта движения отходов) 
 

Title of document: Waste movement register 

Applicable to: All business units 

Purpose and content: Waste movement register – document to account for waste – in 

regard to how waste is formed, disposed of and handled, etc. It is in a table form and 

each row of table contains the information about type of waste, their class of hazard and 

value of waste by its mass (in tons). 

Waste of hazard classes I-III must be shown with an accuracy of three decimal places, 

waste of hazard classes VI and V with an accuracy of 1 decimal. If waste a specific class 

was created during the specified period, "0" is put in the line, the name of the waste is 

written without fail. 

Waste is summed up both by hazard classes and in general. Accounting is conducted in 

general for the enterprise, and for objects of negative impact on the environment. 

The Waste movement register is filled in quarterly (electronic form is allowed). At the 

end of the year, the data is displayed on paper. The law allows for up to 11 months of 

temporary accumulation of waste. 

Holder of document: Forest Management Enterprises, Harvesting companies, individual 

entrepreneurs. 

Signature required by: Not required, but summarized accounting data based on the 

results of the calendar year on paper are certified by the signature of the official 

responsible for keeping records in the field of waste management 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 The document shall be related to the evaluated company and contain the name of 
organization in the title.  

 The document should be up to date (Usually, an electronic or printed version is 
updated once per quarter). 

 When checking on-site. If the auditor sees that waste is generated at any production 
site, then information about this waste should be reflected in the Waste movement 
register. 

 If the journal contains information about waste of hazard class 1-4, then Passports 
on waste should be issued. It is necessary to randomly request Passports on waste 
based on accounting data. 

 Check the duration of the waste accumulation period. If the period exceeds 11 

months, this is a violation of legal requirements. To do this, compare the indicators 
“availability of waste at the beginning of the reporting period” and “availability of 
waste at the end of the reporting period”. 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.10 Environmental requirements 
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Example of a Waste movement register:  
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LIFE Legal Wood is an initiative supporting the wood and wood 

products industries across Europe with knowledge, tools and training 

in the requirements of the EU Timber Regulation. Knowing the source 

of origin for your timber product is a legal requirement that benefits 

for the environment and competition. The initiative is funded by the 

LIFE programme of the European Union. 

LIFE Legal Wood 

About 

  

Preferred by Nature (formerly NEPCon) is an international non-

profit organisation working to support better land management 

and business practices that benefit people, nature and the climate.  

We do this through a unique combination of sustainability 

certification services, projects supporting awareness raising, and 

capacity building.  

 

www.preferredbynature.org/sourcinghub 

https://preferredbynature.org/sourcinghub/eutr-info

